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Facing the Truth
This story centres round two married couples living in a small town in Kandal province, not far from Takmao. Takmao has its own Referral Hospital.
1) Samnang, 33, and his wife Thida, 25
2) Rith, 29, and his wife Chantha, 23 
Thida and Chantha are sisters.

Please note: currently the script does not specify any particular town, city, province or medical establishment. This can either change or not. To be discussed.

************************************
DAY 1: Tuesday

DAY 2: Wednesday (one day after DAY 1)

DAY 3: Monday (one week after DAY 2)

DAY 4: Friday (seven months after DAY 3)

************************************

Part 1
SC 1. EXT. Health Centre. small town. day 1. 09.23
(CHANTHA)
Chantha, Rith’s wife, leaves the local Health Centre. 
She looks happy, tucking away Health Centre leaflets, as she waves goodbye to Health Centre staff.
CUT TO:
SC 2. EXT. SIDE street. small town. Day 1. 12.13
(RITH, RITH’S GIRLFRIEND)

Rith, chantha’s husband, sneaks FROM A house, checking the coast is clear. 

rith’s girlfriend looks through the doorway, waving goodbye. 

he MOUNTS HIS MOTO AND SHOOTS OFF down the street. 

she quietly closes the door, checking no one has seen.
CUT TO:

SC 3. int. chantha & rith house. small town. day 1. 12.33
(CHANTHA, RITH)

CHANTHA CHECKS IN A MIRROR. SHE’S EXCITED AND NERVOUS. SHE PUTS THE H.C. LEAFLETS ON THE TABLE. SHE HEARS RITH’S MOTO. SHE GLANCES IN THE MIRROR. AT HIS FOOTSTEPS, SHE HASTILY PUTS AWAY THE LEAFLETS.
Rith (ENTERING)

I’m exhausted. (FLOPPING)
Chantha (FUSSING)
Are you, darling? Can I get you anything?

Rith
I want peace and quiet.

HE FEIGNS SLEEP. AT A LOSS, SHE SITS NEXT TO HIM. SHE STROKES HIS HAND.

Rith (OPENING EYES)

What?

Chantha
I’ve a surprise for you.

Rith
Can’t it wait?

HE CLOSES HIS EYES, TURNING HIS HEAD. SHE WON’T GIVE UP. SHE BENDS AND WHIPSERS IN HIS EAR HE OPENS HIS EYES. HE LOOKS HER STRAIGHT IN THE EYE.
Rith
Are you sure? (SHE NODS) How do you know?

Chantha
I’ve been to the Health Centre.

Rith
When?

Chantha
This morning. 

Rith
No ... when’s it DUE?

Chantha
Middle of June.
Rith
That’s ... about ...

Chantha
Six months from now. Are you happy? 

Rith (GETTING UP)

I’m happy. It’s just that ...

Chantha
What?

Rith
... it takes getting used to. Funny ... last week, your sister - this week YOU.
Chantha
Yes, Thida’s due in June too. Rith! I’m really happy you’re happy. Er ... darling? 

Rith
What?

Chantha
Have you free time tomorrow? (RITH SHAKES HEAD) To come to the big hospital with me ...
Rith
Is there a problem?

Chantha 

No ... it’s just that the Health Centre said I should ... er ... we should ... 
Rith
... should what?

Chantha (SWALLOWING – THEN FIRMLY)

The Health Centre said all pregnant women should have an HIV test.

(PAUSE. RITH SAYS NOTHING) They’re free!

Rith (SUDDENLY NERVOUS)

You DO have a problem!

Chantha
No. It’s for the good of the baby they said.

Rith
Up to you. 

Chantha
The Health Centre said husbands should go too ... with their wives.

SHE PRODUCES THE LEAFLETS. HE GLANCES BUT DROPS THEM ON THE TABLE.

Rith (DEFENSIVELY) 

New-fangled stuff! How can we possibly be HIV positive? (STARES AT HER HARD) Tell me how?

Chantha (LOSING CONFIDENCE)

I don’t know. 

Rith
Huh! New-fangled stuff!

Chantha
Thida’s going with me tomorrow.

Rith
That’s up to your sister.

Chantha
AND Samnang.

Rith
Why’s he going? 

Chantha (LAMELY REPETITIVE)

The Health Centre recommends all pregnant women AND their husbands have HIV tests.

Rith
He’s gone soft in the head. 

Chantha
He thinks it’s important for the baby.

Rith
There’s no chance that Thida and Samnang are HIV. You know how strong they are. (QUICK) Just like us of course. (HE SQUEEES HER HAND) I’m happy about the baby, darling. 

Chantha
Really?

Rith (KISSING HER)

Really! How can Samnang afford the time off work? (CHANTHA MOVES AWAY)

Rith
Just because he can, don’t expect me to. I’m too busy earning money for our new family.

CHANTHA TURNS AWAY IN DISAPPOINTMENT. RITH FLOPS AND CLOSES HIS EYES.

CUT TO:
SC 4. EXT. REFERRAL HOSPITAL CAR PARK. BIG TOWN. DAY 2. 08.26 

(SAMNANG, THIDA, CHANTHA)

Samnang, Thida and Chantha arrive on samnang’s moto and DISMOUNT. they walk towards the main building.

Samnang

Big place!

Thida

Where are we heading?

Chantha 

Antenatal Clinic. 

Samnang

Which way’s that? Ouch! (TRIPPING OVER A KERB STONE) 

Thida (IMMEDIATELY ATTENTIVE)

Are you okay, darling?

Samnang

I’m fine ...

Thida

He hasn’t been feeling well this morning.

Samnang

I’m fine!

Chantha (SPOTTING A PMTCT SIGN)

This way.

THEY MOVE OFF.

Thida
He hasn’t been feeling too well for a long time.

Chantha
He’s been looking exhausted for months.

Samnang
Stop fussing.

Chantha
He shouldn’t work so hard.

Thida
It’s that new job he got last year. His boss is a slave driver.

Samnang
I only do it for you.

Thida (TO CHANTHA) 

He’s a model husband. So ... Rith refused to come?

Chantha (COVERING UP)

Not exactly. He said he had to earn money for his “new family”.

Samnang
Sounds like an excuse.

Thida (LIGHTLY) 

You weren’t rushing to come.

Samnang
Not because I’m afraid of HIV.

Chantha
Rith isn’t afraid of HIV either. So why ... (... were you reluctant?)
Thida
Afraid of needles.

Samnang (INDIGNANT)

I’m not!

Thida 

Big man! Afraid of needles ...

Chantha (JOINING THE JOKE)

Big STRONG man ...

Thida
Big strong GROWN UP man ...

SAMNANG FLEXES HIS ARM MUSCLES THEN INDICATES A JAB OF PAIN WITH AN EXAGGERATED GRIMACE. THEY ALL LAUGH AS THEY ARRIVE AT THE A.N.C.

CUT TO:
SC 5. INT. ANC CENTRE. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 2. 09.41

(SAMNANG, THIDA, CHANTHA, COUNSELLORS 1 & 2, HUSBAND, WIFE)

GROUP counselling IS UNDERWAY FOR pregnant women and husbands.

Counsellor 1
We’ve now talked a lot about how people with HIV can live for a long time.

Counsellor 2
Although HIV can’t be cured YET, those infected can live almost normal lives for many years. The good news is that there IS hope. 

Counsellor 1

But you need to KNOW your status - particularly if you’re pregnant. HIV expectant mothers can pass the infection to their unborn children. But the risk is greatly lessened if mother takes a drug during the last two months of pregnancy.

Counsellor 2.

IF we know that you are HIV we will arrange a hospital birth with special treatment. This will greatly reduce the risk to your child while it’s being born.

Counsellor 1
That why it’s essential for you all to know your HIV status as soon as possible. 

Counsellor 2
Any questions?

Husband

Why should husbands be tested?

Counsellor 2 (FRIENDLY BUT FIRMLY)

Everyone should know his or her HIV status. It’s responsible behaviour to yourself, your wife and your family.

Counsellor 1
Suppose a test shows a woman is negative. And suppose her husband doesn’t take a test and doesn’t find out he’s positive. It means he could infect his wife later.

Counsellor 2
The main way of the virus passing between partners is having sex without condoms. That’s why wives and husbands, anyone, SHOULD find out if they’re positive or negative.

Counsellor 1
Please ask more questions.

Husband

Doesn’t letting my wife have an HIV test prove I don’t trust her?

Wife

We completely trust each other. We’ve never behaved badly so how could we be HIV positive?

THIDA AND SAMNANG LOOK AT EACH OTHER. THEY HOLD HANDS.

Counsellor 1
It’s not a question of trust – it’s about being responsible. Who knows what went on in other people’s lives in the past? Sometimes we forget what went on our OWN lives. (SAMNANG AND THIDA SQUEEZE HANDS.)

Counsellor 2
Sadly, HIV’s a reality and, as a serious disease, needs to be taken seriously by everyone. You should never turn your back on it and, if you have it, do everything you can to avoid passing it on to other people. That is the responsibility of us all. Any more questions?

Wife

So do pregnant women HAVE to take a test?

Counsellor 1
No one can force you. But we strongly recommend you and your husbands have tests. It’s easy and painless. The results are completely confidential.

A SILENCE. SAMNANG AND THIDA SQUEEZE HANDS AGAIN. 

Counsellor 2
Anyone else?

Chantha
If we have a test today, how long do we wait for the results?

Counsellor 2
Not long ... later today. Around an hour.

Counsellor 1
We do the tests privately. We’ll also be alone with you when we look at the results.

Wife

Can we (SHE AND HUSBAND) have our tests together?

Counsellor 1
Not a problem. The important thing is to have them done ...

Counsellor 2
... and know your status! 

Counsellor 1

And there’s more good news – your HIV test is free !

CUT TO:

SC 6. INT. TEST ROOM 1. ANC. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 2. 10.18
(THIDA, SAMNANG, COUNSELLOR 1)

Thida and Samnang wait. Counsellor 1 prepares paperwork and TEST. 

Counsellor 1
I’m impressed you both came. If only ALL couples were like you, HIV wouldn’t stand chance...

Samnang
It won’t stand a chance with us. I’ve never been unfaithful.

SAMNANG AND THIDA SMILE AT EACH OTHER.

Thida
Nor me. I wouldn’t dream of it.


Counsellor 1 (TO SAMNANG, EYING THE NEEDLES) 

You seem nervous. 

Thida
He’s afraid of needles.

Counsellor 1
Ha! So is my husband. (TO THIDA) Aren’t men funny? 

SAMNANG PULLS A FACE AT THIDA BUT THEN THEY BOTH LAUGH.

Counsellor 1 (OPENING FILE AND OFFERING PEN)

Please sign these consent forms.

CUT TO:

SC 7. INT. TEST ROOM 2. ANC. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 2. 10.21
(CHANTHA, COUNSELLOR 2)

chantha waits while Counsellor 2 prepares paperwork and TEST. 

Counsellor 2
Did you try to bring your husband with you?

Chantha
Yes but ... er ...he was ...

Counsellor 2
Busy? Usual excuse!

Chantha
He’s ... afraid of needles.

Counsellor 2
Is that all? You can work on him. Tell him how painless it is.

Chantha
I already told him.

Counsellor 2
Use your charm to persuade him. He can come any day to get tested. No appointment needed. Ready for your test?

Chantha
Yes.

Counsellor 2 (OPENING FILE AND OFFERING PEN) 

Please sign this consent form.

CUT TO:
SC 8. EXT. CAFE, REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 2. 11.17

(THIDA, SAMNANG, CHANTHA)

Thida, Samnang and Chantha wait. 

Samnang

How long did they say? 

Thida
About an hour. What’s happened to your memory? (TO CHANTHA) It’s got worse too since he’s been so tired.

Samnang
Rubbish! ... what did you just say?

LAUGHTER. THIDA AND SAMNANG JOIN HANDS. THEY ARE MUCH IN LOVE.

Thida
Why did you tell the counsellor you’d never been unfaithful?

Chantha
He didn’t ... (INCREDULOUSLY TO SAMNANG) ... did you?

Thida
I was so embarrassed. (SAMNANG LOOKS REMORSEFUL). Joking! I love you telling me that.

Samnang
I meant it. I never would be. I never was ... even to Leakhena. Before she died.

A SILENCE AS THEY SIP TEA.

Samnang (TOUCHING HIS PLASTER) 

Anyway, I needn’t have worried. It was painless. (CHANTHA LAUGHS.) What?

Chantha
I used your excuse when she asked where Rith was. (THEY ALL LAUGH.) I don’t think she believed me ... (PAUSE) You know, I don’t understand why he wouldn’t come. (ALARMED) Surely, it can’t be because he’s ...

Thida
No way. Not Rith. He loves you. 

Chantha
You think?

Thida
Definitely. Almost as much as he (SAMNANG) loves me.

Samnang
Rith’s not a playboy. It’s good he wants to earn money for you and the baby.

Thida (SUDDENLY)

Oi!

THEY ALL JUMP.

Samnang
What?

THIDA IS LOOKING AT SAMNANG’S WATCH.

Thida
It’s time ...

Samnang
For what?

Thida (MOCK HITTING HIM)

The results.

Samnang
Ah, the results! (FEIGNING INDIFFERENCE) Suppose we’d better go for the results ... 

(CALLING) Som git loy!

CUT TO:

SC 9. INT. CHANTHA & RITH HOUSE. DAY 2. 13.08
(RITH, CHANTHA)

SOUND OF RITH’S MOTO ARRIVING AND FOOTSTEPS. 

Rith (OPENING DOOR, CALLING) 

Chantha! (HE CHECKS KITCHEN, BEDROOM) Chantha?

NO ONE HOME. HE FLOPS. CLOSES HIS EYES. OPENS HIS EYES AND TAKES OUT HIS WALLET. TUCKED AWAY AT THE BACK, WRAPPED IN PAPER, IS ... A PHOTO OF HIS GIRLFRIEND.

RITH REGARDS IT WITHOUT EXPRESSION. HE LETS HIS HAND HOLDING THE PHOTO FALL TO HIS LAP. HE CLOSES HIS EYES.

AT THE SOUND OF CHANTHA’S FOOTSTEPS RITH PANICS, FUMBLING AS HE STUFFS THE PHOTO AWAY. IT’S STILL NOT QUITE HIDDEN, NOR HAS HIS GUILT VANISHED, WHEN CHANTHA ENTERS.

RITH NEEDN’T HAVE WORRIED. CHANTHA IS SHELL SHOCKED, DRAINED AND IN NO MOOD TO NOTICE ANYTHING. 

Rith
What’s happened?

CHANTHA STANDS LIKE A STATUE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM. CLENCHING AND UNCLENCHING HER FISTS.

Rith
What’s wrong? (SUDDEN REALISATION) The HIV test!? You can’t be posi ...

(SUDDEN FEAR) ... you’re joking! You haven’t got HIV? You CAN’T have ... 

CHANTHA TURNS SLOWLY AND LOOKS HIM IN THE FACE. SHE HAS BEEN CRYING ON THE WAY HOME. HER FACE IS BLOTCHED, ALMOST UNRECOGNISABLE.

Rith
Oh my God! PLEASE tell me you haven’t got HIV ... 

Chantha
Not me, Rith! Not me! Thida! She’s positive. And Samnang. My sister AND her husband ... both HIV positive!

(JUMP) CUT TO:
SC 1O. INT. THIDA & SAMNANG HOUSE. DAY 2. 13.24
(THIDA, SAMNANG, RITH, CHANTHA)
Rith
It’s impossible! (HE’S STARING AT THIDA AND SAMNANG LOCKED IN EACH OTHER’S ARMS, BOTH WEEPING.) I say - IMPOSSIBLE! How is it possible? Tell me ... how?

Chantha (TOUCHING HIS ARM TO CALM HIM DOWN)

Shhhh. (WHISPERING) Let them be ...

Thida (DISENGAGING FROM SAMNANG)

It’s possible alright. Both of us. If only it WERE impossible ... (SHE RUSHES TO THE BEDROOM. CHANTHA FOLLOWS AND SHUTS THE DOOR.) 

Rith
It’s so difficult for me to believe.

Samnang
More difficult for me to believe.

Rith

I thought you’d both had a HIV test when you got married.

Samnang (SHARPLY)

You thought wrong. We didn’t!

Rith
But how? I know you never have girlfrie ... (TAILS OFF)

Samnang
Leakhana!

Rith
Your first wife?

Samnang
It must have been. Five years ago ... she died.

Rith
But I thought ... you said she died of ...


Samnang
... TB. That’s what I was told. No one was sure in the country. No blood test ...

Rith
So who said it was HIV?


Samnang
The Health Centre ... this morning. When our tests were positive, they asked questions. I described Leakhana’s symptoms. They said it’s 99% certain she died of AIDS.

Rith
And she gave it to you and you gave ...

Samnang
... and I gave it to Thida. 

Rith (INSENSITIVELY) 

How did Leakhana get it? 

Samnang
I don’t know or care. The fact is she had it. The fact is I’ve got it. The fact is I’ve given it to Thida. I have to live with that for ever.

Thida (VOICE OFF)

We both have to live with it for ever. 

SAMNANG TURNS. THIDA, COMPOSED, HAS REAPPEARED, CHANTHA BEHND HER.

Thida
You can’t blame yourself. If wasn’t your fault. You didn’t know. 

Samnang
All I care about in the world is you. I’d never have harmed you in a million years.

Thida (PUTTING HER ARMS ROUND HIM)

I know, darling. I know. All I care about is you. And our baby. We’ve got to be strong. If we’re strong, we’ll get through this together ...

WHILE THEY ROCK EACH OTHER FOR COMFORT, RITH LOOKS ON, HIS WORRYAND GUILT SEETHING IN TURMOIL.

END OF PART 1

************* Pause point *************

Part 2
SC 11. INT. DOTOR’S OFFICE OI/ART CLINIC. REF HOSP. DAY 3. 11.21
(SAMNANG, THIDA, DOCTOR)
Doctor:
... you got your test results when?

Samnang
Last week.

Doctor: (CHECKING NOTES)

... ah yes. Well, I can’t pretend HIV isn’t a serious disease and that there’ll be complete cure soon. 

Thida
We know, doctor.

Doctor:
But there IS good news. Modern drugs will keep you both healthy for a long time. 

Thida
Really?

Doctor:
Long enough for you to see your baby grow up. (THIDA AND SAMNANG SMILE THINLY AND JOIN HANDS) Also, because we know your status, we can take measures to lessen the risk of you passing on the infection. 

Thida
The counsellor said baby would be born in hospital under specialist care.

Doctor:
You and baby will get drugs during delivery. We’ll take precautions to protect your child. Its chance of being HIV-free is very good. Now, let’s see about YOU ... (READS documents) It seems you (SAMNANG) might have been infected by your first wife who died ... er ...

Samnang
... five years ago ...

Doctor: (DOCUMENTS)

... so you’ve been infected for at least six years. Hmmm ... that accords with the tests we did on your blood cell count. 

Samnang
What’s that?

Doctor:
Your cell count is low. Only to be expected after all that time. It’s why you haven’t been feeling well for what ... 

Thida
... over a year.

Doctor:
Our mixture of drugs will make you feel a lot better in a few weeks. But you’ll have to take them for the rest of your life. 

Samnang (HORROR STRUCK) 

Rest of my life!

Doctor:
Inconvenient maybe but they’ll be greatly beneficial to you, physically and mentally. 

Samnang (STILL UNSURE)

Are they safe?

Doctor:
They’ve been used worldwide for some time. Results prove they’re effective and safe. They’re getting better all the time. You can have a lot of hope – providing you keep taking the drugs regularly. Anything you’d like to ask? (SAMNANG SHAKES HIS HEAD)

Thida
Do I need the same?

Doctor: (CONSULTING THE PAPERWORK)

Hmm – no. Your cell count is high so the infection probably occurred recently. So right now you don’t need any drugs. But when you’re seven months pregnant, we’ll start you on a medicine to protect the baby from infection. 

Thida
And later ...?

Doctor:
Later, you’ll need drugs to stay healthy. We’ll keep checking you and tell you when it’s time to start. You’ll enjoy a long life, just like your husband.

A SILENCE. THEN THIDA LOOKS AT SAMNANG.

Thida (ALMOST A WHISPER)We’re going to be fine, darling.

Samnang
Yes, darling. Together we’ll be fine ...

CUT TO:

SC 12. INT/EXT. PHARMACY. Referral Hospital. DAY 3. 12.03
(THIDA, SAMNANG, RITH, CHANTHA)

THIDA AND SAMNANG LEAVE THE PHARMACY SAMANG’S PACKET OF DRUGS. 

Samnang
Hope they taste nice.

Thida
Pills don’t “taste” if you swallow them with water - which you should! 

Samnang
I was trying to make you laugh.

Thida
Huh! 

SHE SMILES AND TOUCHES HIS ARM. THEY WALK TOWARDS THE CAR PARK. 

Thida (SUDDENLY)

Look!

SHE’S POINTING TO CHANTHA AND RITH APPROACHING.

Chantha
Hello. How was it?

Thida (PACKETS) 

He’s got lots of medicine. I don’t need any yet. But I will in four months’ time to protect the baby. (OF SHEEPISH RITH) So ...? 

Chantha
He’s agreed. (PRODDING HIM) Haven’t you? 

Rith (MUMBLING)

Your sister’s very persuasive.

Samnang
You shouldn’t need persuasion. It’s the right thing to do. Good luck.

Rith
Thanks. But I don’t really need it. She (CHANTHA) was negative and I can’t be positive.

CHANTHA AND THIDA MAKE EYES. SAMNANG LOOKS AT THE GROUND.

Rith
Sorry. I didn’t think.

Thida (CHANGING THE MOOD) 

I’m sure he’ll be fine. (TO THIDA) Tell us how it went when you get back.

APPRORIATE FAREWELLS AS THE COUPLES PART AND GO THEIR VARIOUS WAYS. AS CHANTHA AND RITH WALK TOWARDS THE HOSPITAL

Rith
Um ... I’d like to have my test alone.

Thida (STILL UPSET BY HIS INSENSITIVITY)

Up to you. Important thing is - you’re here.

CUT TO:

SC 13. INT. TEST ROOM 2. ANC. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 3. 14.16
(RITH, COUNSELLOR 2)

Blood test time for Rith. 

Counsellor 2 (CONSULTING NOTES)

So you’re the man who’s afraid of needles?

Rith (BRISTLING) 

I’m WHAT ?

Counsellor 2
Your wife said that’s why you didn’t come before.

Rith
She’s wrong. I’m not afraid of anything.

Counsellor 2 (BUSTLING ABOUT GETTING READY)

Good. 

Rith
I don’t really need an HIV test.

Counsellor 2
Why not?

Rith
I’m well behaved. I’m faithful to my wife. And she’s negative.

Counsellor 2
Everyone should have a test. 

SILENCE

Counsellor 2
You want to go ahead or not? (RITH NODS) Please sign this consent form. 

RITH SIGNS. COUNSELLOR 2 READIES HIS ARM AND BRINGS THE NEEDLE NEAR.

Counsellor 2
Just a tiny prick ...

SHE IS ABOUT TO INSERT IT WHEN RITH BOLTS FROM HIS SEAT.

Rith (SCARED) 

What’s the chance?

Counsellor 2
Sir ... please calm down! What’s WHAT chance?

Rith
Of me having HIV?

Counsellor 2
Why are you asking this?

Rith
I DO have a girlfriend. I’ve had one or two. What’s the chance?

Counsellor 2
Do you ... DID you use condoms with your girlfriends?

Rith
Sometimes.

Counsellor 2
Not always?

SILENCE.

Counsellor 2
I think you SHOULD have this test, don’t you?

RITH NODS SHEEPISHLY AND SITS. COUNSELLOR 2 INSERTS THE NEEDLE.

CUT TO:

SC 14. EXT. CAFE. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 3. 15.22
(RITH, CHANTHA)

Rith, AGITATED, and Chantha wait in silence. he glancES at happY couples, chatting and laughing. Chantha, puzzled by his agitation, pours him tea. He checks his watch. 

Chantha

That’s the sixth time you’ve checked your watch in ten minutes.

Rith

I don’t want to spend more time here than I have to.

silence descends.

Chantha (EVENTUALLY)

Your test took a long time. Problem?

Rith (SNAPPILY)

What do you mean?

Chantha (TAKEN ABACK)

Conversation ... passing the time.

AT THE MENTION OF “TIME”, RITH CHECKS HIS WATCH AGAIN.

Rith (RISING)

I’m going back.

Chantha (CATCHING HOLD OF HIS ARM AND LOOKING AT HIS WATCH)

They told you an hour – same as before.

Rith (RELEASING HIMSELF FROM HER GRIP)

They said “about an hour”. See you back here.

HE’S GONE. CHANTHA SHRUGS, LOOKING AT HAPPY COUPLES.

CUT TO:

SC 15. INT. TEST ROOM 2, ANC. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 3. 15.28 

(RITH, COUNSELLOR 2)

Tension as counsellor 2 HANDS RITH A sealed envelope.

Counsellor 2
You can open it yourself or I can open it for you.

RITH, PARALYSED WITH INDECISION, PUTS IT DOWN.

Counsellor 2
Take your time but the result is the result - whoever opens it.

RITH SWALLOWS HARD AND REACHES FOR THE ENVELOPE. HE SLITS IT OPEN AND TAKES OUT A FOLDED SLIP. 

THE COUNSELLOR WATCHES AS HE CLOSES HIS EYES AND UNHEARD WORDS PASS HIS LIPS.

IN A FLASH HE UNFOLDS IT.

FOR A MOMENT HE CAN’T COMPREHEND. THEN HIS FACE FILLS WITH RELIEF.

Rith
Thank God!

Counsellor 2
You’re negative? Good. Let me check.

SHE TAKES THE SLIP FROM RITH AND SCANS IT.

Counsellor 2
I confirm THIS  test is negative. (RITH SWEATS, HEART BEATING FAST) But to be completely sure, you’ll need a second test in twelve weeks. And between now and then you must NOT expose yourself to any risk. (RITH NODS) Would you like water? (WITHOUT WAITING, SHE GETS HIM SOME) I’m very pleased for you AND your wife. But you know you’ve indulged in very dangerous behaviour. You’ve had multi-partners, yes?

Rith
Yes.

Counsellor 2
You’ve been having sex without condoms, yes?

Rith (TEARS FORMING) 

Yes. I’m sorry.

Counsellor 2 (PRESSING ON)

You ran great risks, not only with your health but with your wife’s health and with your ... 

Rith (TEARS STREAMING)

... baby. Yes. I know. I’ve been stupid and selfish. I’m so sorry.

Counsellor 2
Is this experience going to make you rethink your behaviour? 

Rith (TINY VOICE THROUGH TEARS)

Yes.

Counsellor 2
And not just for the next few weeks. HIV is here to stay.

Rith
I know.

Counsellor 2
You need to change your behaviour for the rest of your life. Do you understand? 

Rith
Yes. I know how lucky I’ve been. 

Counsellor 2
Thousands of people don’t get your chance. Don’t waste it. 

Rith
I won’t ... Chantha is so important to me. So is my family. And ... 

Counsellor 2
And what? 

Rith
My only wish is that my sister-in-law’s baby is born without HIV.

END OF PART 2
************* Pause point *************

Part 3
SC 16. INT. THIDA & SAMNANG HOUSE. DAY 4. 08.08

(THIDA, SAMNANG, BABY 1)

C.U. BOTTLES. SAMNANG’S HAND SHAKES OUT THE RIGHT NUMBER OF PILLS. 

HE SWALLOWS THEM WITH WATER. HE LOOKS IN A MIRROR - MUCH HEALTHIER. 

A BABY CRIES. HE SMILES AND TURNS.

THIDA IS READY FOR HOSPITAL, CRADLING THEIR SIX-WEEK OLD SON. SAMNANG CROSSES AND CHIN-CHUCKS HIM.

Samnang
What’s YOUR problem?

Thida
Missing daddy.

SAMNANG TAKES THE BABY AND GOO-GOOS HIM.

Samnang
Daddy’s here, son. Daddy’s coming with mummy to the hospital. Daddy’s sure everything’s going to be OK for you.

Thida
It will be, Samnang, won’t it? He’s going to be alright?

Samnang
You heard the doctors. They did everything to make him safe.

Thida (TAKING BABY FROM HIM)

A baby like him going for HIV results! When he’s done nothing wrong!

Samnang (TOUCHING HER TENDERLY)

Oi! We did nothing wrong either. But like they said – you can’t turn your back on HIV.

Thida (SMILING AS SHE TURNS TO THE DOOR) 

We’ll be late for the doctor. (SAMNANG FOLLOWS) 

CUT TO:

SC. 17. EXT. THIDA & SAMNANG HOUSE. DAY 4. 08.12

(THIDA, SAMNANG, RITH, CHANTHA, BABIES 1 & 2)

AS THIDA AND SAMNANG LEAVE THE HOUSE, THEY SEE RITH AND CHANTHA APPROACHING WITH THEIR BABY GIRL. THEY ALL WAVE.

Thida (TO SAMNANG)

Haven’t you forgotten something? 

SAMNANG LOOKS PUZZLED. THIDA TAPS HER HEAD THEN HIS.

Samnang (TURNING BACK TO THE HOUSE) 

Blooming things!

Thida
No point in staying healthy if we die on a moto ...

SAMNANG IS OUT OF EARSHOT.

Thida (TO CHANTHA AND RITH AS THEY ARRIVE)

Morning! We weren’t expecting to see you ...

Chantha
We thought we’d surprise you ...

Rith
... and wish you and the baby luck.

THE SISTERS EXCHANGE BABIES.

Thida
How’s she doing? (TO CHANTHA’S BABY) You’re so pretty!

Chantha
She’s fine. And you (TO THIDA’S BABY) look as if you haven’t a care in the world.

SAMNANG ARRIVES WITH CRASH HELMETS.

Samnang
Morning. (GIVING HELMETS TO RITH) Hold these while I ... (... get the bike.)
Chantha (QUIETLY TO THIDA)

Are YOU ok? 

Thida
I’m ok. 

Chantha
Aren’t you nervous?

Thida
Wouldn’t you be?

Chantha (SQUEEING HER HAND)

Yes, sorry. And I’m nervous for you too. 

SAMNANG ARRIVES WITH THE MOTO. RITH TOSSES A HELMET TO SAMNANG. WHILE THIDA AND CHANTHA EXCHANGE BABIES, RITH POPS THIDA’S HELMET ON HER HEAD AND OBLINGINGLY DOES UP THE STRAP.

Thida
(TO RITH) Thanks. (TO CHANTHA) Don’t be nervous for him, dear. He needs you to be confident. (SHE SMILES BRAVELY AS SHE MOUNTS THE MOTO BEHIND SAMNANG, CAREFULLY SHIELDING HER BABY.) I’m – very – confident – everything’s – going – to – be – fine.

Samnang
Let’s go. 

APPROPRIATE FAREWELLS, WAVES AND GOOD LUCKS AS THIDA, SAMNANG AND SON DISAPPEAR DOWN THE ROAD.

Rith
Will they ever invent crash helmets for babies?

Chantha
YOU can... and make our fortune. (PAUSE) Why that sudden thought? 

Rith (TAKING BABY FROM CHANTHA)

Because I love her so much I couldn’t bear anything to happen to her.

Chantha
Do you, Rith? Do you REALLY  love her?

Rith
I love you both. You are the most important things in my life. I’ll never let either of you down.

Chantha
That’s the loveliest thing I’ve ever heard you say.

Rith (LOOKING HER IN THE EYES)

I mean it, Chantha. I truly mean it ...

CUT TO:

SC 18. EXT. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 4. 09.18 

(THIDA, SAMNANG, BABY 1)

SAMNANG AND THIDA, WITH BABY, DISMOUNT FROM THE MOTO. 

SAMNANG UNDOES HER CRASH HELMET AND CARRIES IT WITH HIS OWN. 

THEY WALK TOWARDS THE OI/ART CLINIC.

THOUGH THEY SMILE REASSURINGLY AT EACH OTHER, THERE’S LITTLE TO SAY.

Samnang
Erm ...

Thida
 ... what ...?

Samnang
... nothing.

THEY WALK ON. 

JUST BEFORE THEY ARRIVE AT THE CLINIC THEY STOP. 

THIDA KISSES THE BABY’S FOREHEAD. 

SAMNANG DOES THE SAME.

THEY LOOK AT EACH OTHER, CLASP HANDS AND WALK IN.

CUT TO:

(Original Scene 19 has been cut)

SC. 19. INT. DOCTOR’S OFFICE. OI/ART CLINIC. HOSPITAL. DAY 4. 09.32
(THIDA, SAMNANG, BABY 1, DOCTOR)

Thida
But are you SURE?

Doctor: (TAPPING TEST RESULT) 

Certain. The test is negative. 

Samnang
Our son’s completely in the clear? 

Doctor:
We can't say that yet. He's definitely passed the time of biggest risk but we want you to return when he's seven and a half months old for one more check. 

Samnang (ALARMED)

I thought you said he was negative.

Doctor:
He is – for now. But we need to check and make certain at seven and a half months. (THIDA AND SAMNANG LOOK CRESTFALLEN) I’m sure everything will be fine for him. You have a great future. Why? Because you were brave and faced the truth. We were able to protect your baby and give you both long lives. HIV CAN be dealt with if everyone behaves like you. We must be responsible for and to ourselves and others – particularly people we love. 

CUT TO:

SC 20. EXT. REFERRAL HOSPITAL. DAY 4. 10.06

(THIDA, SAMNANG, BABY 1)

THIDA AND SAMNANG WALK AWAY HAPPILY WITH THEIR BABY - A PERFECT FAMILY.

VOICE OVER:

When Thida and Samnang took their baby back for its second check up, the test was also negative. The baby was clear of HIV. Get an HIV test ! It’s free and you and you can protect your baby ! 

END OF PART 3 

************* General discussion *************
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