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Methodology

Objectives

· To explore the knowledge of pregnant women and husband about HIV/ AIDS. 

· To check how much new HIV/AIDS information participants learnt from film
· To check no information in film was wrongly understood

· To confirm participants’ impression towards the film and its characters

· To check film's effectiveness in encouraging pregnant women take HIV tests

· To check film's effectiveness in encouraging women to talk to their husbands about having an HIV test
Sampling Frame:

-     Six groups with slightly different in number of people who were selected randomly at the health centres and villages.
- Group 1: 10 (Age 20-38 Pregnant Women)

- Group 2: 8 (Age 27-44 Married Men)

- Group 3: 7 (Age 21-29 Pregnant Women)

- Group 4: 8 (Age 29-42 Married Men)

- Group 5: 7 (Age 21-30 P
regnant Women)
- Group 6: 7 (Age 20-37 Pregnant Women)

Total: 31 pregnant women – 16 married men

Location

The pre-test focus groups were conducted in Health Centres and villager’s houses. Health Centre staff facilitated the team to conduct the sessions. Houses were comfortable and quiet though a bit small. General attitude of participants was cooperative and friendly.
Data Collection

We held pregnant women’s and men’s groups separately because we wanted to elicit participants’ unembarrassed responses. The two moderators first asked questions to explore general knowledge of HIV/AIDS. Next the moderators narrated the story using a specially-shot photo storyboard (120 photos). Then the participants, sitting in a semi-circle, were questioned individually. But the moderators sometimes changed or added questions to encourage shyer participants to speak out. Group discussion was also encouraged. Each session took approximately two hours.

Key Finding

. 
Pre-Story Questions for women and men

If a person gets infected with HIV, how do they know?
19 (40%) participants suggested an HIV test would identify infection. 
26 (56%) mentioned physical signs of HIV - weakness, tiredness, skin rashes. 
2 (4%) they knew nothing about HIV because no one was infected in their village. 
1. How long before a person knows he/she has been infected?

28 (60%) participants said approximately 2-5 years. 
5 (11%) said 7-8 years or more depending on general health and living conditions. 
12 (25%) said 1-3 years. 
2 (4%) said they didn’t know how long.
2. How long before they get sick?
14 (30%) were unable to state a period of time between infection and the appearance of symptoms and illness. But they thought the period could be longer or shorter depending on individual situations. If people were spiritually strong they would live longer before they get sick. 
12 (25%) said more than 5 years if they took care themselves and didn’t take any risks.
12 (25%) had no views.

9 (20%) said 1-3 months, referring to cases they had known in their villages. Once people knew they were positive, they fell ill immediately. 
10 (21%) mentioned life-prolonging pills which gave HIV people 4-5 years or even longer before they got sick. 
(For Women)

· As pregnant women, do you think you should have an HIV test?
 All female participants agreed they should have tests for the sake of their babies and themselves. If they were positive, they could seek counsel and treatment. If they were negative, they could live without doubt. Some said they were afraid of needles but they really wanted a test. However most hadn't had a test yet because they trusted their husbands. They didn't know if test were free or not. If they had to pay, they didn't think they could afford it. Also, Health Centres were far from their villages.
· Do you think it’s possible for a pregnant HIV woman to pass the infection to her baby?
40 (85%) of all participants (women and men) thought it was possible for HIV to be passed from mother to baby. 
7 (15%) were not sure about it.  
· Do you believe it’s possible that a baby can be protected from its mother’s HIV infection before and after birth?

All women who had been through PMTCT service said it was possible.

6 of the 8 female participants who had never attended ANC clinics thought it was possible.

Over half the women said if they took good care of their children and didn't breastfeed, their babies would be protected. 
5 (11%) of all respondents though it was impossible to protect an unborn baby. Why? Because it developed in its mother’s womb and must therefore be infected. 
· If it’s true babies can be protected, is there anything that would stop you having an HIV test?

All women said no. They all would go for HIV test. 

· Do you think the husbands of pregnant women should have HIV tests? Why? Or why not?

All women thought husbands of pregnant women should have tests, to clear doubt. Although husbands might be faithful now, women didn’t know their pasts. If husbands had tests it would mean they were responsible towards their family. If they were negative, they could live happily with their family. If they were positive, they could protect their wives and babies from HIV. They could go for counselling and treatment service learn how not to put the families and themselves at risk. 
· Would you be frightened to ask your husband to go for a test with you?

None were frightened to ask their husbands. They would find ways to persuade them by suggesting how important it was. But asking at the wrong moment might make them refuse to go. But they would keep asking. 
A few said they were frightened to go for tests, but their husbands had persuaded them. 
Only had asked her husband to go, but he refused. He was a little angry because he felt she didn’t trust him. 
(For Men)

- Would you be upset- or even angry – if your pregnant wife asked you to go for an HIV test with her?

None said they would be angry. They’d be happy to do so if their wives asked them to go. 
8 (50%) said their wives had never asked them. Perhaps there was no PMTCT service in their area. They felt it was a good idea. 
8 (50%) said it was not necessary to have a test, for they were faithful before and after marriage. Wives should use reason when asking husbands to go for tests.

· Do you think pregnant wives would be frightened to ask their husbands to go with them for an HIV test?

None said wives would be frightened to ask their husbands as there is likely to be mutual understanding between them. There was no point in being afraid if they trusted their husbands. However, this would be more likely in urban areas. In remote areas, most wives would be frightened to ask their husbands to go for tests.
Post Story Questions

· Is the story interesting? 
Almost all participants said the story was interesting. But one woman didn't understand it. Perhaps it was the method of telling the story through photos rather than actually seeing the video that confused her. 
One man asked why Samnang (the HIV-infected characters) didn't have an HIV test before his second marriage (to Thida who has been infected by him).
Most participants said the story encouraged them to consider tests - despite their difficulty in traveling to Health Centres often far away from their villages. 
· Does the story give you enough facts about your pregnancy and HIV?

All women agreed the story gave them enough facts about their pregnancies and HIV. Some learned new things from it – for example, people living with HIV could live longer if they pursued a healthy lifestyle and took drugs as prescribed by doctors.
· After watching this story would you be more likely or less to go for a test?

Almost all women would be more likely to go for tests. Before watching, even if doctors had recommended a test, they might not have gone because they trusted their husbands.   
· After watching this story would you be more or less likely to try to persuade your husband to go for an HIV test with you?

None were less likely to try to persuade their husbands. They’d learned the importance of tests. No matter what their test result, they could live and expect a future for their babies.

· Would most wives be frightened to ask their husbands to go for an HIV test?

All women felt that most wives would not be frightened to ask their husbands. They would use similar methods to try to persuade their husbands. Also the story would help most wives make up their minds to go Health Centres for their pregnancy check up as well as HIV tests. After watching the story, most believed that most pregnant women in remote areas would be less frightened to ask their husbands.
(For Men)

· What did it tell you that you didn’t know about HIV?

All men learned that babies could be protected from infection during and after pregnancy. Some learned that HIV people could live longer by getting drugs from doctors. 
Before watching the story, one man thought HIV was God’s punishment. There was nothing he could do if his wife and child were positive. After watching he realized that though HIV can’t be cured, people can still lead almost normal lives. The story didn’t mention if the HIV test was free.  
· Do you like Samnang?
All liked him because he was a responsible husband and father. He went for an HIV test with his wife. Although he was HIV positive, he could live happily with his family. 

· Do you like Rith?

39 (83%) of participants liked him because he learned about his mistake in taking risks with himself and with his wife and baby. He changed his behaviour in the end. He was determined to be a good husband and father. 
8 (17%) didn’t like him because he was unfaithful. Also, he blamed his wife and made excuses when she asked him to go for an HIV test.
· Do you admire Rith?

All of them admired him in changing his behaviour in the end of the story.

· Is Rith a typical husband? 

All of them agreed, particularly about his making excuses for not having an HIV test with his wife. 

· Do you believe Rith was really sorry for the risks he’s taken?

No one disbelieved him. He’d changed his behaviour because Samnang and Thida had been an excellent role model for him. It made him learn that HIV had to be faced.
· What is the best way to find out it you’ve been infected with HIV?

All participants now said a test was a only way to learn if someone had been infected.

“If ANC midwives started to recommend HIV tests for pregnant women, would you avoid going to ANCs for help?”

All women said they wouldn’t avoid going ANCs in these circumstances. Doctors’ recommendations would good for their babies.

Conclusion

Overall, women and men would have tests if doctors recommend it. They want to know if tests are free. They all believe that pregnant women would not be frightened to ask their husbands to have tests. They would persuade husbands by mentioning the importance of tests. The story would encourage them to talk about the issue with their husbands, particularly rural women.
� Some women in Kampong Speu province have never been Health Centre for delivery. Labour was with traditional midwives. They accepted it was risky for mother and child.   
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